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THE PURPOSE of the research paper is to have you explore a particular facet of interpersonal communication. This page offers the guidelines for the paper.

1. Most critically, the paper should be a scholarly review of some facet of interpersonal communication. It should stress interaction between two people. It should not stress group or large group contexts (e.g., mass media, public speaking). And it should highlight communication behavior (i.e., not focus primarily on the study of attraction, perception, etc.).

2. You need to offer a "state-of-the-art" review of a particular domain of behavior or theory concerned with interpersonal communication. Domains of behavior include such types as selfdisclosure, accounts, conflict, interpersonal compliance-gaining, relationship escalation, and so forth. Theories include those offered in the text, such as equity theory, attribution theory, Fitzpatrick's couple types, Berger's model of planning, et cetera. Stick to ONE domain or theory.

3. Use the following organization:
	a. Rationale: Introduction to the Problem (1-2 pages)
(1) Describe the behavior or theory
(2) Describe why it merits examination
(3) Present the specific research problem you will address in your paper
(4) Report how you went about answering your research problem.
b. Findings (8-10 pages)
(1) Preview your review.
(2) Present your findings, one at a time. Separate these according to major headings.
(3) Each finding should synthesize the literature. Do NOT present a series of "little book reports," where you review one article then another, etc. Instead, combine the knowledge according to what other researchers have found.
(4) Summarize your findings at the end of the section.
c. Conclusions (2-4 pages)
(1). First, review the purpose and method of your study (part a above).
(2). Second, provide a review of the most important findings (from part b above).
(3). Third, take each finding and INTERPRET it in one to three paragraphs (for each major finding). That is, explain WHY each finding occurs. Use 6 existing theory, if possible, to explain your findings.
		(4). Fourth, indicate in a couple of paragraphs the limitations of the literature. What are the major 			deficits that need to be overcome, in your opinion?
		(5). Offer specific areas for future research and indicate why these are important.

4. Use a style manual (I prefer APA). I WILL deduct for grammatical errors.

5. On April 24, deliver a 15-minute PowerPoint presentation that includes:
a. Attention getting introduction
b. Rationale for examining the topic
c. Major findings
d. Interpretation of the major findings
e. Limitations and Future directions

NOTE: Late papers will be docked 1/3 of a grade for each late day. None accepted after 4/31/2012, 11:59 PM
